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The Spanish tradition of legends and folklore is rich and diverse, but far less generally familiar than

that of Northern Europe. This selection of bewitching Spanish fairy tales will prove a delightful

introduction to a wealth of stories with a distinctive Iberian flair.Readers of all ages will be charmed

as virtue is rewarded, evil is punished, and love saves the day in such stories as "The Blue Lake," in

which five children overcome a wicked magician with the help of the good Fairy Kindheart; "The

Magic Gifts," and its sequel "The Enchanted Forest," in which young Gonzalito, assisted by magical

animals, saves a princess and her kingdom from a wicked dwarf; "The Tinkling Laugh," the story of

Princess Rosa's metamorphosis from a soul consumed by envy to a paragon of warmth and

happiness; and "The Genie of the Mountain," and its sequel, "The Cave of the Emeralds," which tell

of four princes on a quest for the hand of Princess Aurora. These and two additional tales, each

presented in several episodes and all brimming with timeless allure, will captivate every reader with

their charm, whimsy, and authentic Spanish flavor.
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I found this book abandoned in a give-away pile. one night out of boredom i happened to start

reading it and couldn't believe how instantly it sucked me in.the stories - which were all completely

unfamiliar to me - are totally dreamy and magical in quality.they are not as grotesque or morbid as

many brothers grimm fairy tales. a common and refreshing theme throughout is one of good deeds

being rewarded, and bad deeds being punished and/or corrected and learned from.it makes for a

wonderfully whimsical and uplifting bedtime read.I want more!

This isn't a collection like the Grimms or Italo Calvino, but these are eight episodic, apparently

literary fairy tales (if anyone knows anything more about this author or her work, let me know!).

There are literally tons of the magical motifs that make the fairy literature the joy it is. The writing is

simple and very straightforward with only the merest bit of "literariness." An absolute essential for

any collection of folk and fairy tales.
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